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News from MARSE
MESQUITE ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED SCHOOL EMPLOYEES

Fro m

t h e

P re s i d e n t

Our legislative meeting in September was very successful. I hope
that everyone that attended got to ask and get some answers from
the candidates. This month’s program with Tim Lee will bring our issues to the front of our minds. This mid-term vote will be an important
time for retired teachers and our issues of defined benefits and, of
course, health insurance. If our candidates do not understand or support our issues, please consider voting for candidates that care and
support our issues. Retired teachers and employees vote because
we understand that our future is in the hands of the legislature. Active
teachers do not vote so if you have any influence with an active
teacher please get them to vote for candidates that support public
education. Our issues are not very far apart because they will be
future retirees.

Elaine Whitlock
President

YOUR VOTE COUNTS……..

Rotary Club Donation
On October 2, John Taylor, President
-elect of the Mesquite Rotary Club,
presented MARSE with a check for
$2500. The money is for our Book
Project to purchase books for MISD
first graders. See the photo at right.

OUR NEXT MEETING:
●

Wednesday, October 24, 10 AM

●

MISD Professional Development
Center Board Meeting Room

●

Program: Tim Lee, Executive
Director of TRTA

Susan Cumby, Book Project Chairman; Elaine
Whitlock, President; John Taylor, Rotary Club President-elect; James Griffin, our Rotary Club connection
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C a n d i d a t e

Fo ru m

TRTA’S THEME THIS YEAR IS PRESERVING THE PAST AND
STRENGTHING THE FUTURE. Our first 3 programs fit our future.
Thank you to all in attendance at the September meeting. With nine candidates it was a busy and frenetic meeting. TRUE DEMOCRACY at
work. A big thanks go to the greeters who welcomed the candidates,
those who kept time when each candidate spoke and always a big thank
you to the Sunshine committee for refreshments.
Below are the candidates who attended our September meeting.

Mike Collier

Dan Wood

TX Lt. Gov.

Deanna Metzger
TX House Dist.
107

Betty Haynes
2nd
Vice President

US 5th Congress.

Bob Hall
TX Senate Dist. 2

Kendall Scudder
TX Senate Dist. 2

Victoria Neave
TX House Dist.
107

Jonathan Boos
TX House Dist.
113

Rhetta Bowers
TX House Dist.
113

Look on page 3 for the candidates’ responses.
Photos by Janice Hemen
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by Betty Haynes (continued from page 2)

I had hoped to publish responses from the candidates. There were only a few members who
turned in a response card with a candidate’s name, so those are not included. I am only including responses concerning education/retiree issues. Most members did not turn in cards.


Collier has specific plans to solve funding. Opposed to vouchers



Wood stated that those who worked under Social Security should receive their full benefits. He also stated that those children in cages awaiting reuniting with their parents
should be given some type of education and not just sitting around doing nothing.



Hall says it will take ten years to help school funding.



Scudder will vote against vouchers.



Metzger is in favor of defined benefits for teachers. One response stated that she did not
know what a defined benefit was.



Neave will vote to keep defined benefits for future and current TTS members. Wants to
enact a permanent COLA.



Boos is for defined benefits for current teachers only.

Go to each candidate’s web site to find out more information. Also go to teachthevote.org
to see which candidates are education-friendly.
Our October 24 meeting will feature Tim Lee,
the Executive Director of TRTA. He is always
open to questions, and with our defined benefits
and health care at stake, and the rate of
assumption, Tim will have a lot to talk about.

MARSE Book Club
Join us at the MARSE Book Club. We
meet at Donna’s Kitchen. Our next meeting
is Wednesday, October 10 at 10 AM. This
month is Reader’s Choice of a mystery,
thriller or true crime. Even if you don’t read
a book, your attendance is welcome.
Please contact Betty Haynes @
bhaynes04@att.net for more information.

Member Benefits
Did you know that you can get 15%
off at 1-800FLOWERS.COM?
They have
flowers and
plants, gourmet snacks
and treats,
gift baskets,
cute stuffed
animals, and
giftware. Use
Beverly Coats
the code
"AMBA."
Check it out.
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H e a l t h y

L i v i n g

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. It is marked in countries across the world, the purpose being to increase attention and support for the awareness, early detection, and treatment of the disease.
Breast cancer is by far the most common cancer in women worldwide.
Currently there is not sufficient knowledge on the causes of breast cancer; therefore, early detection of the disease remains the cornerstone of
breast cancer control. The best early screening tools are mammography, clinical breast exams, and self-exams.
Changes in your diet, lifestyle, and avoidance of products containing
Poppy Airhart
certain chemicals can reduce your risk of breast cancer. Specific tips
are: exercise more/increase your activity level; eat more fresh foods
and less processed foods; avoid using products containing harmful chemicals linked to
breast cancer; and, if you drink alcohol, reduce your intake.
This month let’s all participate in some of the activities designed for awareness and support
of the victims of this disease!

S u n s h i n e

C o m m i t t e e

Thanks to the 10 members who joined us at Spring Creek BBQ last
month. We had a great time catching up and meeting a few new
members. This month join us at Martinez Mexican restaurant after
the meeting. We hope to see even more of you.
Also, thanks for the outstanding response to our request for gift
cards for the drawing! Stephanie Wiley, Patti Bettis, Lana Archer,
Janice Houston, and Glenda Heil all signed up to bring
Fundraiser gift cards, plus several others donated money for gift
Cyndy Martin
cards. All money from the fundraiser is given to the Book Project
to purchase books for MISD first graders. Your generosity and
support of the Book Project and Sunshine Committee are greatly appreciated.
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Information To Protect You and Help You Stay Safe
Medicare Issuing New ID Cards in 2018. Social Security numbers
are being removed from the card to help prevent identity theft. 3
things to know: 1) Your new card will automatically come to you. You
don't need to do anything as long as your address is up to date. 2)
Once you get your new Medicare card, destroy your old Medicare
card and start using your new card right away. 3) Your new Medicare
Number is a unique combination of numbers and letters. Your new
number uses numbers 0 thru 9. The letters S, L, O, I, B, and Z are
never used.
Rita Lynch
Informative &
Protective

Watch out for scams! One Medicare card scam involves callers
who pretending to be Medicare representatives and ask for a process fee for your new card to be sent. There is no charge for the
new card. Another scam is where the caller claiming to be from
Medicare asks older people to purchase a temporary card for $5-$50. You do not need a
temporary card. Your old card is good until the new card arrives. Another involves a
caller saying there is a problem with your new card such as being lost or someone else
has tried to use it. To resolve the problem you are ask for personal information or payment. Do not give them information or money. Finally, scammers ask you to mail them
your old Medicare card before you can receive a new card. Do not do it. Scammers can
get all your personal data from the old card. Medicare will never call you uninvited and ask
you to give personal or private information to get your new Medicare number and card. If
someone asks you for your information, for money, or threatens to cancel your health
benefits if you don’t share your personal information, hang up and call 1-800-MEDICARE
(1-800-633-4227).

Fro m
Our
November
Meeting
MARSE will go on
a field trip to West
Mesquite High
School for the
November 14 meeting. The students
will serve the snacks
and present a project.

t h e

E d i t o r

Thanks to all of you who helped make this
edition of the MARSE newsletter possible. A
key member of this team is Dr. Alane Malone.
She works to make sure the newsletter is
printed and mailed out to those of you who request a hard copy instead of an emailed one.
Alane, you are an invaluable asset!
Janice Hemen
Newsletter Editor

I appreciate all the feedback I have received. If
you have ideas or suggestions, please email
me at jhemen@msn.com.
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I n f o r m a t i o n

Yo u

C a n

U s e

b y

R i t a

L y n c h

MAC – Special Event - Day of the Dead: Sat, Oct 27, 4-7 pm – Enjoy live music, face
painting, ethnic food, skull decorating, MISD student artwork and more at the free Dia de los
Muertos festival.
MAC - Community Theatre: The Curious Savage – Oct 26 – Nov 11, Fri & Sat 8pm, Sun
2:30pm – Mrs. Savage has been left ten million dollars by her husband and wants to make
the best use of it, in spite of the efforts of her grown-up stepchildren to get their hands on it.
For more info or tickets go to www.mesquitecommunitytheatre.com.
MAC – Gallery Exhibitions: J Gibson Estes (local artist) - Oct 1-24 – Works displayed.
Artist’s Reception will be Oct 4, 7pm – 9pm. Meet the artist and enjoy music and light refreshments.
MAC - Symphony Orchestra: Day of the Dead – Sat, Oct 27, 7:30pm – Enjoy this
themed concert and celebrate the life of that special someone that touched your life. Tickets
at: http://www.mesquitesymphony.org/ or 972-816-9335.
Historic Mesquite: Treasures Barn Sale Preview Party – Thurs, Oct 11, 6-8:30pm –
Enjoy refreshments, silent auction, entertainment and 1st pick of the treasures. (Tickets $20)
Treasures Barn Sale - Fri, Oct 12, 8am-4pm – 7th Treasures Barn Sale at Opal Lawrence
Historical Park. Free. Treasures Barn Sale and Vendor Marketplace – Sat, Oct 13, 68:30pm – 2nd day of the barn sale. Get bargains in the barn today! Second Saturday Open
House – Florence Ranch Homestead – Sat, Oct 13, 10am – 1pm – Don’t miss your
chance to visit this historic homestead on the last open house of the year.
Movies at the Barn: Sat, Oct 13, 7-9pm - Enjoy an evening at Opal Lawrence Historical
Park and watch a great movie - a Hitchcock favorite - with family and friends. Cost: $5 per
person.
PumpkinFest: Sat, Oct 20, noon – 6pm - The 18th annual PumpkinFest will be held at its
new location, Valley Creek Park, 2482 Pioneer Road. The event will features the Medieval
Lancer show, the Falconry bird show, carnival games, rides, a petting zoo and community
stage performances.
The Marketplace in Mesquite – every 2nd & 4th Sat, thru Nov, 9am-2pm – Experience this
European style market in Heritage Square.

Christmas is near!
The MARSE Christmas
Party will be December 6,
11:30 a.m. at Napoli’s
(now called Sapore Di
Roma) on Gus
Thomasson. More info
will be given at the
October meeting.

M e m b e rs h i p
Thank you to those who took the MARSE
pamphlets and business cards last month
to distribute to new retirees who have not
joined yet. Increasing membership is
every member’s responsibility, so thank
you for your efforts.

Sharon Roy
1st Vice President
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