NOVEMBER 2020

News from MARSE
MESQUITE ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED SCHOOL EMPLOYEES
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P re s i d e n t

The holiday season is approaching and it will be a season like
no other. We will have to celebrate in new ways. MARSE has
participated in Santa Cop the last few years and we will again
this year but in a new way. We will have a drive by toy collection for Santa Cop on December 2. And a food drive, too. The
details are in the rest of this newsletter. Read carefully. So
put on your mask and come participate in these activities. Our
next meeting is at 10 am on Wednesday, November 18. Again
by Zoom, but we now have unlimited Zoom so no surprise
endings.
Stay safe and enjoy the holiday season.

Stephanie Wiley
President

Special Events:


Our Santa Cop Toy Drive . . .
Page 3



MARSE Food Drive . . . Page 5

OUR NEXT MEETING:

MARSE Calendar:
☺

Nov. 4 to Dec. 9: Food Drive

☺

Nov. 11: Book Club

☺

Nov. 18: MARSE Zoom meeting

●

Wednesday, November 18 at 10 AM

☺

Dec. 2: Santa Cop Toy Drive &
Food Drive

●

Program: Judy Heaps will tell us about
Honor Flights

☺

Dec. 15 to Jan. 15: Turn in CVS
hours.

●

What: Improved Zoom meeting. Invitations to join the meeting will be sent out
via email. Directions will be included in
the email.

☺

Dec. 31: Last day to spend Go365
reward bucks

☺

Jan. 1: Hello, 2021!

☺

Jan. 27: MARSE meeting

PLEASE NOTE: We will NOT be meeting in
person until further notice.

Details inside this newsletter
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P ro g r a m s

Sandra Haigh
2nd
Vice President

November is here! Time to think about how to navigate the holidays while
outwitting the coronavirus. Remember to take care of yourself mentally
and physically in the coming months. To keep your spirits up, please plan
on joining MARSE for our ZOOM meeting on November 18, 2020 at 10
AM. In recognition of Veterans Day, Judy
Heaps will be joining us to discuss Honor
Flights. Honor Flight is a network of volunteers
established for the express purpose of getting
as many WWII Veterans as possible to Washington, DC to view the World War II Memorial.
It should be an interesting presentation, so
come Zoom with us.

T e c h n o l o g y
M A R S E

C o n n e c t i o n s

W e b s i t e

M A R S E

D i r e c t o r y

Localunits.org/mesquite

https://tinyurl.com/y2nm45dw

You can find:

You can find up-to-date member:

•

Current officers and contact info

•

Phone numbers

•

Current and past newsletters

•

Email addresses

•

Photos, updates and more!

•

Mailing addresses

M A R S E

F a c e b o o k

Type into your Facebook Search Box: MARSE – Mesquite Assoc. of
Retired School Employees
Remember, this is a closed group so you must request to join.
Need help? Contact Kathleen Lynch at kstewartlynch@sbcglobal.net

Need technology
help?
Contact
Jim Rusk:
jrusk@excite.com

Did you know . . . The links in this newsletter do work! When the
cursor changes to a hand, click and it will take you to the website. To return to the newsletter, use the back arrow.
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Many MARSE members have been working behind the scenes to coordinate with the
Mesquite Police Department on their Santa Cop program. Here are all the details for 2020:
Santa Cop Toy Drive: The Mesquite Police Department will again be collecting toys for
their Santa Cop Toy Drive. They were thrilled to hear that MARSE wants to contribute to
this worthy cause again this year. MARSE will be collecting unwrapped toys for Santa
Cop in a drive-through drop off. It will be:
Wednesday, December 2
10 AM–1 PM
MISD PDC parking lot, 3819 Towne Crossing Blvd. (near the
entrance)




Or you may make a monetary donation and let the police department
do the shopping for you. Checks need to be made out to Mesquite
Police Department – Santa Cop. Cash can be given at the drivethrough event on December 2.

WHO TO CONTACT:
1.

For pickup of your donation before Dec. 2, call Betty Haynes at (214) 537-8756.
Betty will arrange a date and time for her to pick up your donation before Dec 2.

2.

Donations by check can be mailed to: Elaine Whitlock, 120 Toler Dr., Mesquite TX
75149 or to Sharon Roy, 1320 Gonzales Dr., Mesquite TX 75150. If you are sending
a check, please mail it so that it arrives to Elaine or Sharon by Dec 2.

3.

Want to volunteer to help out? Contact Alane Malone at 972-824-2649.

Special thanks to:


Rita Lynch for the written information



Alane Malone for her input



Stephanie Wiley for her guidance

BUT THERE’S MORE! See page 5 for our FOOD DRIVE!
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C V S: Community Volunteer Service
You may have accumulated CVS volunteer hours for 2020 that you may have
forgotten to record. Have you voted this year? Have you volunteered, in any
capacity, for a political party or political candidate? If so, you have CVS hours
that you need to record
The Primary Elections – March 2020
The Primary Run-Off Elections – July 2020
The General Election – November 2020
Note: CVS hours begin the moment you leave home to volunteer - including
your time waiting in line to vote - until you return home again. You may also
record any volunteer time you spent encouraging voters to go to the polls:
for example, filling out postcards, stuffing envelopes, making phone calls,
knocking on doors, etc.
If you are not voting in person, the time you dedicate to the mail-in voting
process also counts as CVS volunteer hours. Be sure to record the time you
spent requesting and completing the application for your mail-in ballot, and
also the time you spent marking your mail-in ballot, and your travel time
mailing both – all count as CVS volunteer time.
Due to the pandemic, our MARSE Unit’s CVS hours will be
lower than normal – therefore, it is urgent that we are
counting and recording ALL volunteer time for 2020.
Also, if you are participating in the MARSE monthly meetings, via Zoom, be sure to count those hours, too!
We are now in the last quarter of 2020. Begin tallying up
your personal CVS hours, and finally, submit all hours to
the MARSE CVS Chair in December via e-mail to
kstewartlynch@sbcglobal.net.
Kathleen Lynch

The CVS reporting window will open December 15th and
will remain open until January 15th 2021.

An Ode to 2021:
"We will open the book. Its pages are blank. We are going to
put words on them ourselves. The book is called opportunity
and its first chapter is New Year's Day."
~Edith Lovejoy Pierce
www.countryliving.com
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MARSE Food Drive
In the October newsletter, Janice Houston shared the healthy advice of practicing random
acts of kindness often. Donating to the Santa Cop Toy Drive and the Mesquite Social
Services Food Pantry are excellent opportunities to show your kindness toward the Mesquite community and protect your health and happiness at the same time, as we will be
social distancing and wearing masks.

Mesquite Social Services Food Pantry: MSS Food Pantry is in need of critical food
items to help our neighbors in need. They are asking for donations of the following nonperishable food items:
 Canned meats (tuna, chicken, spam, etc.)
 Boxed Dinners (Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper)
 Mac & Cheese
 Soups
 Peanut Butter
 Jelly
 Canned Pasta Sauce
 Pasta
 Breakfast Cereal
 Oatmeal
 Canned Fruits
Two Drop-Off Locations:


Our drive-thru at the MISD PDC, 3819 Towne Crossing Blvd
 Wednesday, December 2, 10 AM—1 PM
 Food items can be dropped off along with your Santa Cop gift



H&J Tires, 207 S Galloway
 H&J Tires, owned by Kevin Fording, has partnered with MARSE as a
collection site.
 Wednesday, November 4 thru Wednesday, December 9
 8 AM—5 PM, Monday thru Saturday

Help us to help others!
A very special thanks to Rita Lynch for the written information.
"Although no one can go back
and make a brand new start,
anyone can start from now
and make a brand new
ending."
~Carl Bard
Quotes from www.countryliving.com

"With the new day comes
new strength and new
thoughts."
~Eleanor Roosevelt
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Legislative Lines
Everyone take a deep breath and exclaim “We survived.” And
whether your candidates won or lost, let us hope that the United
States is the winner.

Betty Haynes

Betty Haynes

Now is the time we must get to work. Begin to call the House winner
of your district and your state senator. The new legislative session
will be a difficult one, and retired school employees cannot sit back
and wait. MAKE CONTACT NOW. Look on your voter registration
card if you don’t know you HD and Senate number. You can also go
to trta.org to find “who represents you, but it will take several
weeks for this to update.

Tim Lee shared in our Zoom meeting that we must question why legislators value their
service more than they do ours. Why do they benefit more than from their retirement (minimum $150,000)
with better benefits than
ours? Tim said “BE BOLD
AND STRONG.” It may be
a tough session but we
don’t have to lose.
Thank you to all who took
the time to vote. Many
people said that this was
the most important election ever. We need to
treat every election as an
important election.

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
Members, a reminder to send any
cares/concerns you have about a
MARSE member to Kate Charlton
at kateskorner048@att.net or
Sharon Roy
at oscarmayer123@tx.rr.com so
we may reach out to them on
behalf of our MARSE family.

Sharon Roy
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Informative and Protective
Information You May Want to Know

MAC Virtual Workshops – 12pm – Nov 18, Thanksgiving Card - Dec 2,
Light Bulb Advent Calendar and Chanukah Candle Holder - Dec 16,
Create Your Own Marble Paint Ornament
MAC Tote-And-Go Program – 10am - This service is available Mon-Fri staring at 10am. Adult and child activities are included in case you are looking for
an activity to do with a grandchild. Nov 9, Wood Model Plane Kit - Nov
Rita Lynch
16, Thanksgiving Crafts + Cards - Nov 23, Canvas Creations - Nov
Informative &
30, Create Your Own Cat Mask - Dec 7, Ornaments - Dec 14, ChristProtective
mas Crafts
Keep Mesquite Beautiful: Recycles Day – Sat, Nov 14, 8am-12pm, Poteet
High School Parking Lot - Mesquite Recycles Day is a twice-annual event held in Mesquite,
TX. At the event, we accept used cell phones, batteries and accessories; printer cartridges,
and rechargeable and alkaline batteries. We also accept used books, commerciallyproduced VHS tapes, DVDs, CDs and books on tape. Local agencies are on-hand to collect used toys and children’s items, clothing, and household items. Onsite shredding is
available for home use. Also to be accepted on that day are e-waste including computers
and peripheral equipment, VCRs, DVD players, and similar items. Used appliances are accepted. A maximum of 4 tires per person are accepted. For complete details, visit our
webpage at http://www.cityofmesquite.com/recyclesday
Parks & Recreation: Christmas in the Park – Sat, Dec 5 & Sun, Dec 6, 1-7pm – Kick off
the holiday season with this event which is held in Westlake Park.

SPOTLIGHTING SUPER SAVINGS!!!

There is no
MARSE
meeting in
December.
Enjoy the
holidays and
we’ll see you
in 2021!
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H e a l t h y

L i v i n g

TRTA participates with the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension department
to sponsor Walk Across Texas! Adult [WAT]. Basically, a team of
up to 8 members is to walk 832 miles [the distance across Texas] in
8 weeks. That equates to 104 miles per person and 13 miles per
week per person. Each team must have a name and a team captain.
The team will then be assigned a code.
It is time to begin recruiting walkers, team captains, and team members for the January 2021 kick-off. Please let me know if you are
interested in being of a team or have a team ready to go, and I will
share what I have received about participation. Contact me at
jhouston03@sbcglobal.net.

Janice Houston
Healthy Living

We all know the many benefits of walking. It is more
productive to have a goal. Of course, you may walk
alone – socially distanced and all – and record your
results for the team. Let’s get walking!
For more information: https://walkacrosstexas.org/

Go365 Reminder
If you are participating in the Go365
program by Humana, you need to
spend all your rewards by December
31 or you will lose them. Also, we
are changing insurance companies in
January and they do have a similar
program—details to be announced.

Janice
Hemen
Newsletter
Editor
Jhemen
@msn.com

Come Zoom with us!
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