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Fro m

t h e

P re s i d e n t

Our May newsletter is the last of the year. It’s hard to believe that we
have finished another year. I hope that you have enjoyed your time
with MARSE. Our organization reflects all the hard work that goes
into making our organization successful. Thanks goes out to all the
officers and all their hard work. Also, the committee chairs work to
make all our meetings and our organization outstanding. Each job
takes time and commitment. With a big smile, I know that the pay is
zero but the rewards are many. I think that the best part of MARSE
is the friendships and our caring spirit.
Again, to everyone that works to make us the best unit in District 10,
THANKS.

L u n ch

Elaine Whitlock
President

B u n ch

Edgar
Becerra is
our 2019
scholarship
winner.
Read all
about him

The lunch bunch had a lovely
time at Porch Swing after the
last meeting. Remember the
May meeting is our last
chance to socialize until September. Join us after the
meeting at Applebee’s.

on page 3.

OUR NEXT MEETING:
●

Wednesday, May 22, 10 AM

●

Place: MISD Professional Development Center (PDC), 2600 Motley
Drive in Mesquite

●

Program: Our 30th Birthday!

Cyndy Martin
Sunshine
Committee
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Betty Haynes
2nd
Vice President

Invitation Created by
Betty Haynes

M e m b e rs h i p
A MARSE Membership phone bank is happening on Tuesday, May 21
from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 at the PDC rooms 215-216. The purpose is to
remind/encourage former and current members to rejoin for 20192020. Bring your cell phone and join the Membership Committee and
other members who have signed up to help make these phone calls. If
interested in helping, contact Sharon Roy. Two hours of your time will
be much appreciated.
Sharon Roy
1st Vice President

2019-2020 membership applications were mailed out in April. Please
return yours ASAP. If you haven’t received it, contact Sharon Roy.
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Edgar Becerra, a senior at Mesquite High School, is ranked #20 in a class of 650 students.
He lives with his father, brother and cousin and will be a first- generation college student in
his family. Edgar works part-time at Cheddar’s to help save money for college, and this
scholarship will support his goal of earning a college degree in Computer Science. He plans
to attend El Centro College for two years where he will be part of the Texas A&M-Chevron
Engineering Academy. Students admitted to the academy are co-enrolled at Texas A&M
University and a college of the Dallas County Community College District. Edgar will transfer after two years to complete his bachelor’s degree at Texas A&M. He then plans to return
there for his graduate degree.
Edgar has consistently been in the top ten percent of his class. He has taken a heavy load
of Gifted/Talented and Advanced Placement courses and has done well academically. He
won second place in the regional Business Professionals of America for payroll accounting.
He is a member of the Calculus Club, the academic UIL team and the Business Professionals of America. The scholarship committee noted that he has also taken welding and is
OSHA authorized.
Edgar understands that education is the key to a better future and is determined to do better
in life. He wrote in his application: “I am thankful for what I have been given and hope that
I’m given more chances to prove myself.”
After meeting Edgar in person and talking with him and his school counselor, we have no
doubt Edgar will prove himself!

Here is Edgar
with the Scholarship Committee:
Rita Lynch, Dr.
Alane Malone
and Glenda Heil.
Supporting him
is MHS counselor
Leslie Thomas.

Thanks to Glenda Heil for the comprehensive write-up.
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Current and Diamond Plus members can follow these easy steps to
save or print a membership card. You will need your member ID
number; you can find it on the address label on the back of your copy
of TRTA’s publication, The VOICE.
1). Visit www.trta.org and select “Member Login” at the top right.
2). Log in to your account. Your username is your member ID number
and the default password is trta123 (all lowercase, no spaces).
3). Select “Print Your Member Card” to print or save your card as a
digital file.

Sharon Tallet
Treasurer

No computer? No problem!
A member ID card is also available on every issue of TRTA’s quarterly news bulletin, The
VOICE, on the back page. Simply cut out the address label which contains your membership status and ID for a quick and easy card.
You can also use the same site to change your contact information.
1). Log into your account using the directions listed above in #1 and #2.
2). Click on the pencil in the “Address Box”. You can make changes to your address, phone
number and your email.
»»»Be sure to save your changes before signing out of your account.

C a l l

f o r

B i ke

R i d e

Vo l u n t e e rs

Our Book Project partners, the Mesquite Rotary Club, will hold their annual
fundraising "Rodeo Road Rally" bike ride at Mesquite's Rodeo Convention
Center Exhibit Hall on Saturday morning, June 1st. This is a great chance to
help support their efforts by volunteering.

James Griffin

MARSE members are needed to work at the Registration tables, and in Food
Service. Any time that you could give that day between 6:00 a.m. and
around 1:00 p.m. would really help. To sign up or get more details, contact
James Griffin by phone at 972-682-9756 or by email at jcgriffin3@
sbcglobal.net.
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The National Eye Institute has several simple tips for keeping our eyes healthy. They are:
*Have a comprehensive dilated eye exam. A dilated eye exam is the only way to
detect many common eye diseases such as glaucoma, diabetic eye disease, and agerelated macular degeneration in their early stages.
*Know your family’s eye health history. It’s important to know if anyone has
been diagnosed with a disease or condition since many are heredity.
*Eat right to protect your sight. Eating a diet rich in fruits and
vegetables is important for keeping eyes healthy. Eating fish high in
omega-3 fatty acids, such as salmon, tuna, and halibut also have eye
health benefits.
*Wear protective eyewear. This includes safety glasses and
goggles, safety shields, and eye guards specifically designed to provide
the correct protection for certain activities.
*Quit smoking or never smoke. Research has linked smoking
to an increased risk of developing age-related macular degeneration,
cataracts, and optic nerve damage, all of which can lead to blindness.
Poppy Airhart
Healthy Living

*Be cool and wear your shades. In addition to being cool,
sunglasses protect our eyes from the sun’s ultraviolet rays.

*Give your eyes a rest. If you spend a lot of time at the computer or focusing on any one thing, you need to give your eyes a rest. Every 20 minutes
look away about 20 feet in front of you for 20 seconds.
*Clean your hands and your contact lenses properly. To avoid the risk of infection, always wash your hands thoroughly before putting in or taking out your contact
lenses. Make sure to disinfect contact lenses as instructed and replace them appropriately.
Source: National Eye Institute

T h e
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H a s

M o v e d

The MARSE Book Club now meets at Atheneos Greek Village
Cafe, 1425 Gross Road at Peachtree. Time and date will remain
the same: the second Wednesday at 10 AM. Atheneos has a
room where we will meet, and they do serve breakfast. Plus we
do meet all summer, so come join us!

5

Page

News from MARSE
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Learn these few terms from the Scam Dictionary to help educate
yourself on personal security and risks: 1) Keylogger – A technology
that records consecutive keystrokes on a keyboard to capture username and password information. 2) Phishing – An attempt to obtain
financial or other confidential information from a user, typically by
sending an email that mimics a legitimate organization, but contains
malware that operates in the background to collect sensitive information. 3) Spear Phishing – A highly personalized form of phishing
where an email appears to be from a friend or financial institution, with
Rita Lynch
an attachment or link to a site that downloads malware, usually spyInformative &
ware or a keylogger that operates in the background to collect sensiProtective
tive information. 4) Malware – A software program designed to damage or cause unwanted actions on a computer system, including viruses, worms, and Trojan horses. 5) Ransomware – A type of malware that restricts access
to computer systems until the target pays a ransom to the malware operator to remove the
restriction.

I n f o r m a t i o n

Yo u

M a y

W a n t

t o

K n o w

Keep Mesquite Beautiful: Mesquite Recycles Day – Sat, May 11, 8am-12pm – Poteet HS
parking lot. Don’t miss this opportunity to clean up and get rid of unwanted items. Local
agencies are on-hand to collect used toys and children’s items, clothing, and household
items. Onsite shredding is available for home. For complete details and list of accepted
items visit http://www.cityofmesquite.com/recyclesday.
Historic Mesquite: Mesquite Meander - May 17, 7pm & May 18, 8pm, Mesquite Cemetery
– Enjoy a unique experience as actors tell the stories of Mesquite’s early citizens through a
living history tour. Nibbles & Sips - July 25, 6-8pm, Opal Lawrence Historical Park – Learn
about upcoming projects and volunteer opportunities.
MAC – Community Band: Music In The Park –June 3, 10, 17, & 24, 7-9pm – These concerts are located in the Cedar Grove at MAC and are blanket friendly.
MAC – Community Theatre: 100 Years of Broadway – May 3-12, Fri & Sat 8pm, Sun
2:30 – Come celebrate the extraordinary history of Broadway and the heritage of musical
theater. Ideal Husband - June 14-30 - enjoy this comedic stage play by Oscar Wilde. Elephant Man - August 9-25 .
MAC – Concert Series: Jazz Breaks – Tuesdays in June, 7:30pm – June 4 – Mesquite
Jazz Repertoire, Curt Bradshaw leads this ensemble. June 11 – Gale Cruz is a singer/voice
over artist. June 18 - Jason Davis a local Dallas artist with gospel and blues roots performs.
June 25 – Clave Con Alma a seven member Latin jazz combo focuses on traditional American jazz.
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S e r v i c e

Once schools close for summer break, the need for quality
community volunteers who are trained to work with children increases. As retirees, with educational training and
experience, we can help fill that gap.
Currently volunteermatch.org has an endless list of interesting summer volunteer opportunities available. Below is
a sampling:
 ‘RTB’, Raising the Bridge – male and female mentors:
Volunteer
mentoring youth groups ages 12 – 18, twice a month,
Kathleen Lynch
first and third Saturday from 6 pm - 8 pm.
 Prevent Blindness-Texas – summer internship: Become
state-certified to provide vision screenings through Prevent Blindness Texas, and
assist with providing free vision screenings to uninsured/underinsured adults/
children in the North Texas region.
 ‘GEM’, Girls Embracing Mothers – girl mentoring program: Volunteer to assist
girls with incarcerated mothers through a “First Saturday of Each Month’ enhanced/
enriched visitation between mother and daughter.
 Kleberg-Rylie Library – reading tutor: Through the ‘Summer Book Buddies’ program, you'll have the opportunity to become a reading tutor for students entering
2nd through 5th grades.
 Trinity Audubon Center – environmental educator volunteer: Work side-byside with nature educators in the Audubon’s children’s program, by helping with
guided animal encounters, nature journaling, and more.

Take time to visit https://www.volunteermatch.org/. Filter your search by using
‘Mesquite, TX’, for a complete list of summer volunteer opportunities in, and/or
near, Mesquite.

Environmental Events: Top 100 Plants for North Texas June 11, 6-7:30pm, City Hall Training Room – Seminar taught
by Daniel Cunningham from Texas A&M Water University. Attendees will receive free spray nozzles and moisture meters.
Preservation Primer - Aug 24, 10am-1pm, Opal Lawrence Historical Park – Learn basic best practices to protect and care for
your family heirlooms.
Mesquite Marketplace: Every 2nd & 4th Sat thru Nov, 9am2pm, Downtown Mesquite – Shop produce, crafts and culinary
items from local vendors and merchants.
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A butterfly net is not what I will need
The INTERNET for LPs and chairs I’ll
feed

As we get ready for
summer, don’t forget
about your member
benefits from TRTA.
You can save some
much needed cash
with their discounts.

The news from the state on the benefits we receive.

Ambulance service, devices for hearing, eye, and dental

Our very talented
Betty Haynes wrote
this poem (to the
Beverly Coats
right) for District 10.
Member Benefits
See if you can spot
something you could
use. Thanks, Betty, for sharing!

Get some insurance for you and for
your pets
Go to Orlando but sorry no tickets for
the Met.

Stay at LaQuinta or at any Drury
Send some flowers to someone in a
fury
Dining.com when I don’t want to cook
Gives me time to read another book.

We’re on the Web:
Localunits.org/mesquite

Janice Hemen
Newsletter Editor
Contact me at
jhemen@msn.com

I want to personally thank
each of the MARSE
members who contributed
to the newsletter this
year. Whether it was a
photo, a monthly column,
a suggestion—all have
made it better. See you in
September!

(Just some of the benefits for TRTA
members)

HAPPY
SUMMER!
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