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LEGISLATIVE REPORT
The 86th Session of the Texas State Legislature began on January
8, and the Legislators are in the process of getting themselves organized. Two of the main goals agreed upon by the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House, and by both houses
and both parties are reduced taxes and increased funding for education. Exactly how those goals will be accomplished, if they are
accomplished at all, is yet to be decided. This is not to say that
many other less publicized goals cannot be considered. We retired educators have a number of items that are very important to
us that we will try to get through the legislative process. Two of
the more salient items include benefit increases and improved
healthcare insurance. To see TRTA’s positions on all items,
please see “Legislative Agenda”, on page 4 of this edition of The
Grapevine. Don’t forget that you are an important part of influencing legislators and other elected officials. Besides contacting
your representatives on your own, keep an eye on communications from EPRTA and TRTA to give you suggestions on the
most important subjects to discuss, and when and how to contact
officials. Contact information for your Legislators is on page 10
of the 2018-19 EPRTA Yearbook.
-Joe Barbe, Legislative Chair

IMPORTANT DATES
Jan. 31
Feb. 20

Feb. 23
Feb. 28
Mar. 18-22
Mar. 20

Mar. 28
Apr. 1-3
Apr. 17

April 21
Apr. 25
May. 15
May. 23

Board Meeting
EPRTA Luncheon
Speaker — Candy
Mayer
EPRTA Retirement
Seminar
Board Meeting
EPISD Spring Break
EPRTA Luncheon
Speaker — Resiliency
Through Art
Board Meeting
TRTA Convention in
Austin
EPRTA Luncheon
Speaker — Adair
Margo
Easter
Board Meeting
EPRTA Luncheon
Last day of school in
EPISD

Healthy Living:
Eating Fish Eases Arthritis
Eating fish has many health benefits including reducing inflammation. In a study of the diets of 176
patients with rheumatoid arthritis,
those who ate non-fried fish two or more times a week had less
rheumatoid arthritis activity—as measured by a combination of
swollen and tender joints and a blood marker for inflammation—
than those who ate fish once a month or never.
Fish also provides many important nutrients, may lower your risk
of heart attacks and strokes, and may increase grey matter in the
brain and protect it from age related deterioration.

Find interesting and rewarding places
to volunteer by going to:
http://www.volunteerelpaso.org/
You can volunteer with the Special
Olympics, the San Jacinto Adult learning center, the Ronald McDonald
House Charities and several others.
“To ease another’s heartache is to forget one’s own.”
― Abraham Lincoln
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THE BOOK TABLE
If you have read a good book or two and want to share, bring them with you
to our next luncheon. We are also sharing children’s books so if you have
any that your grandchildren have outgrow, others can use them. Thanks.

EPRTA LUNCHEON
Date & Time: February 20, 2019 @ 12:00 Noon
Location:
Wyndham Airport Hotel
Program:
Candy Mayer, An Artist
Menu Entrée: Chicken Parmesan
Cost:
$18.00
Reservation
Deadline: February 12, 2019
Call Lila Murphy at 253-5792

Luncheon Reservations
The Wyndham requires that reservations be turned
in on the Thursday before the Luncheon. The reservation deadline is listed above. If you are not contacted for the meeting, please call Lila Murphy at
253-5792 by the reservation deadline. If you make
a reservation for the Luncheon, cannot attend, and
cannot cancel by the deadline, you will be responsible for the cost of the meals reserved. Please pay
the Treasurer, Carlos Martinez.

Meal Choice Information

For each Luncheon, two (2) meals will be available.
Those will be:
The regular meal published in this newsletter.
A veggie plate that will also be gluten-free and
dairy-free. There is no guarantee that the
salad or dessert will meet dietary needs.
Please tell your caller if you wish the veggie plate
when you make your reservations.
The Calling Committee calls members each month,
asking if they would like a reservation for the upcoming Luncheon. If you are not being called each
month and would like to have your name added
to our calling list, please contact Lila Murphy, 2535792, with your name and preferred phone number.

In Memorium
Bernadine McNeil

Thinking of You
Connie Benson—Jackie Conley
James Lamonica — Mary Lamonica
Beverley Worley—Nancy Jean Mullings

EPRTA LEADERSHIP
President:
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

James Lamonica
Donnette Vollmer
Debra King
Carlos Martinez
Beverley Mueller

The following members serve as committee chairs.
Book Project:
Anna Marie Tolland
Community Service:
Barbara Keily
Communication:
Gloria Banister
Courtesy:
Vacant
Foundation:
Hank Dunbar
Healthy Living:
Beverly Baldwin
Immediate Past President:
Pat Lally
Legislative & Mem. Benefits: Joe Barbe
Parliamentarian:
Jackie MorganTomko
Protective Services:
Yolanda Barbe
Retirement Seminar:
Ruth Frith
Technology & Phone Tree: Lila Murphy

TRTA Foundation
We will collect for the TRTA Foundation during
the February Luncheon. The Foundation provides
a helping hand to members in need as well as
Teacher Scholarships and Classroom Assistance
Grants.
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MEMBER BENEFITS
This month, we are sharing information regarding a number of benefits and discounts available from the City
of El Paso for all residents, not just TRTA members. This information can be found on page 5 in this edition
of The Grapevine. We would like to thank District 4 City Representative Dr. Sam Morgan for providing this
information for our use, and especially thank his Legislative Aide, Lindsay Adams for cooperating with us.
TRTA also has a wide selection of benefit opportunities which come to you as a part of your membership in
EPRTA and its parent organization, the Texas Retired Teachers Association. In the latest (Fourth Quarter
2018) edition of the TRTA magazine, The Voice, which you should have received through the U.S. Postal
Service, you can find a full list of member benefits on page 12.
If you would rather browse the list of benefits online at your leisure and get the information on them, go to the
TRTA website, click on “Membership“, then click on “Member Benefits“. That will take you to a page on
which you click “Log in to see your benefits!” Once logged in, you can see all the Member Benefits information available on the TRTA website.
To access Member Benefits online through the TRTA website, you must be a registered user of the website,
which is easy to do. When you go to the TRTA website, just follow the simple instructions to register. You
will need your member number and will need to choose a password.
TRTA Website: https://trta.org/

PROTECT YOUR SAFETY
Car Warranty Scams
The new year has just begun and already you may be getting calls from scammers posing as representatives of
car dealers, manufacturers, or car insurers telling you that your car warranty or insurance is about to expire.
The call will include a pitch to renew your car warranty or policy. During the pre-recorded or automated call
you will be instructed to stay on the line or press a certain number. Then you will be instructed to provide personal information which potentially will be used to defraud you.
What makes it difficult to discern if this call is fraudulent is that the scammer often has specific information
about your vehicle and warranty. This information is used to deceive you into thinking it's a legitimate caller.
Do not provide any personal information such as social security number, credit card information, drivers license number, or bank account information. Telephone scammers can be very convincing and may imply they
work for a company you trust. Don't believe it. Be extremely cautious.
Be careful even if a number appears authentic on your caller ID. Scammers often deliberately falsify the information transmitted to your caller ID to disguise their identity. Avoid answering any calls you suspect may be
"spoofed."
You have the right to file a complaint with the Federal Communications Commission about suspected scam
calls. These calls most likely violate telemarketing and robocall rules.
Your complaint can help the FCC identify scammers and take appropriate action. The FCC can issue warning
citations and impose fines against companies who are violating the Telephone Consumer Protection Act.
You can file a complaint at:
consumercomplaints.fcc.gov
telephone 1-888-225-5322
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554
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The Grant includes the enrollment fee of $70 for as
many courses as desired during the 12-week
term. Recipients of the scholarship who have never
enrolled in a course before will also receive the $25
for the one-time registration fee.
To apply for the Grant please send us a letter requesting to be considered for the grant. Include your name,
address, phone number, and why you want the grant
by March 15th. Mail to:
OLLI Grant
El Paso Retired Teachers Association
PO BOX 973164
El Paso, TX 79997

TRTA website: https://trta.org/

The OLLI program provides adult education courses
for senior citizens age 50 and over. Classes include
art, history, languages, literature, music and physical
activities. No prior academic credentials are required. No exams will be administered, no papers
will be assigned, no grades given, nor diplomas or
certificates issued.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EPRTA

The El Paso Retired Teachers Association is offering
a Grant for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at
the University of Texas El Paso.
http://www.olliatutep.org/

Website: http://localunits.org/elpasorta

EPRTA OLLI PROGRAM GRANT

CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Return Service Requested

