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NSARTA’s Year In Review.....
Masks! No Masks! In-Person! No In-Person!
Zoom! HYBRID! What’s a hybrid? Will the madness (or COVID) ever END???
What!?!? NO HOMEMADE GOODIES?
And just like that we kicked off the 2021-2022 year without any idea of what was coming
next! Yet here we sit in May 2022, ready to wrap-up another year and put a big, shiny bow on it. I
am so grateful for NSARTA’s officers, board of directors, and member helpers along the way.
This incredible bunch attacked every challenge that came their way with creativity, boundless
energy, and a healthy dose of laughter. Along the way we learned about eating healthy, met
candidates for local Texas House districts, found out that not all of us were smarter than a 5th
grader, and enjoyed a delicious Holiday luncheon with a dose of bingo on the side. We were
treated to festive decorations each month, found out we could have in-person and virtual meetings
at the same time, enjoyed pre-packaged snacks and celebrated the return of homemade goodies!
Each month we met new Hearts of NSARTA inside an incredible newsletter packed with the
latest info that kept us informed and protected. NSARTA had record breaking community service
efforts, during a pandemic no less, with thousands of community volunteer hours and countless
communications with state legislators. Our Porch Elves collected hundreds of items for
SAMMinistries and Ridgeview Elementary School, while our amazing Children’s Book Project
provided a book for every student at Ridgeview ES and Oaks Academy/Meadowland Charter
District. Along the way, you could win a prize for just having a birthday, recruiting members,
answering newsletter questions, and just showing up for meetings. These are only a few of the
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accomplishments of our 2021-2022 officers, committee chairs, and members. You exemplify being
the RAINBOW in someone else’s cloud! You have brightened the clouds of COVID and made
NSARTA a joyful force! Thank You! Thank You! It is a privilege to be part of this very special
organization.
Here are a few things you need to know:
 TRTA is on the Road to a COLA! Stay tuned this summer for updates & opportunities to
support the effort!
 Membership Campaign continues until June 30, 2022. There will be prizes so it’s not too
late to EACH ONE BRING ONE! Let’s grow the 94,000+ TRTA membership and make
our VOICES louder than ever in Austin!
 Tim Lee, Executive Director of TRTA and his Austin crew work tirelessly to keep us
informed and ready to take on The Leg. In fact, just this week, Tim testified before the
Texas Senate Finance Committee about the impact of inflation on retirees. The work
continues, even when the legislature is not in session.
o FACT: Since the last COLA in 2004, inflation as increased 52% making a dollar
today worth 65 cents compared to the 2004 dollar.
 At the same meeting, TRS Executive Director Brian Guthrie stated that changes he
reviewed for the committee would not have “detrimental effects on the possibility of
providing a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) to TRS retirees during the 88th Legislative
Session in 2023.” Inside Line 5/5/22
 Subscribe to Inside Line at www.trta.org and sign up for the TRTA app for the latest info
from Austin.
 Raise Your Hand Texas, as we heard from Sophie Torres at our March NSARTA meeting,
continues their Measure What Matters campaign to collect thoughts from Texans about the
state accountability system/A-F Rating System. Watch your email for info on how you can
share your thoughts and rank what is most important to you. Let’s support our RYHT
friends and public education in Texas.
 May 18th is our last meeting before summer break. Our Annual Potluck Extravaganza is a
feast of favorites! Let Michele Bibb know if you still want to sign-up to bring your favorite
dish. The Extended Run Players will perform songs and readings celebrating veterans.
 MARK YOUR CALENDARS – NSARTA will Kick-Off 2022-23 with Tim Lee, Executive
Director of TRTA, on Wednesday, September 21. 2022.

MARK SEPTEMBER 21, 2022 ON YOUR CALENDARS!
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What an enjoyable presentation we all experienced from the Alir staff, Suzette
Pelayo and Chancy Blackburn. We learned all about The Academy of learning in
Retirement in the NEISD, and got a sneak peak of some of the new courses that will
be offered. We also learned of the opportunity to volunteer to teach a course. We
are never too old to learn something new and Alir makes that possible.
We are so looking forward to our May luncheon to close out the year. The sign up
poster was completely filled and members were adding spaces in order to contribute.
After a short business meeting, Barbara Yates will be installing our officers for next
year.
A special treat this year will be a dramatization by Diana Sarfin’s group
EXTENDED RUN PLAYERS OF UIW. They will be honoring Paul Cwiklik for
his 4 years of service to NSARTA as the President. Paul served from 2016 to 2020. Thank you Paul, for being
an outstanding leader! By Betty Moseley

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Ms. Peterson,
I am Gilpatrick Peyton and I am the principal of Northwest Hills Christian School/ I am also a retired
public school educator and proud member of TRTA. I did not live in San Antonio when I retired, and I
have been remiss in joining our local chapter. I will be sending my membership form soon.
Our school is small, with low tuition rates and, therefore, low salaries for teachers. However, if a teacher
was retired from public school and missed working with kids, like I did, maybe he/she might be willing to
work for less than a public school teacher makes, since their TRS annuity payments would soften the
blow.
If anyone is interested in applying to fill this role, contact Gilpatrick Peyton at the contact information
below.
Gilpatrick Peyton, Principal
Northwest Hills Christian School
Northwest Hills Baptist Church
8511 Heath Circle Drive
San Antonio, Texas 78250
210-522-1102
nwhcs.org

BIG READ BOOK CLUB

Patti Evans

paevans2808@aol.com

The Big Read Book Club got together the First Wednesday of May to discuss the Jody
Picoult novel titled Wish You Were Here. Thank you to Diana Sarfin for hosting us at
her house. We had a interesting discussion about the book and talks of other things
also. We recommend you pick up this book and read it if you have not. Our next book
Club meet up is Wednesday July 6 at 1:30 at Peggy’s house to discuss the book Yellow
Wife by Sadega Johnson. This story follows an enslaved woman forced to barter love
and freedom while living in the most infamous slave jail in Virginia. This is a historical
novel that should provide us with some great discussion. So, we hope you will come meet us on July 6th at
1:30. If you need any other information about the Big Read Book club, please contact me.
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Kathy Cooke

210-573-0501

kjccooke@yahoo.com

Wow, in the blink of an eye it is May and our NSARTA group and meet-ups
are taking a break but will return in the fall! We had a wonderful year
partaking in fellowship, conversation, Christmas cookies, and learning. I
hope you will join in the fun again when our meet-ups resume. Everyone
have a safe and fun summer.
You are invited and encouraged to send suggestions for meet-ups for our
2022-2023 year to Kathy Cooke by email at kjccooke@yahoo.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Dolores Ramon

210-386-4533

Dolores.ramon@yahoo.com

Wow! It’s hard to believe this is our last newsletter for the
2021-2022 year! As always, our NSARTA members have
demonstrated their generosity and warm, caring hearts
throughout this year by contributing their time and money to
our various community service projects. It has been a pleasure
serving as your treasurer for the past two years and I look
forward to serving as treasurer for the next two.
As we come to a close of the 21-22 year, I’d like to remind
anyone who needs a reimbursement, that I need to receive your
receipts and reimbursement form by the end of the month. Preferably, you can get those receipts to me at
the May meeting. Reimbursement checks need to be deposited/cashed by the end of the month so I can
close out the books and get ready for audit. Thank you for your cooperation.
As always, I look forward to sharing the treasurer’s report with you at our May 18th luncheon and brief
business meeting.

CONSIDER DIAMOND PLUS MEMBERSHIP WHEN YOU RENEW! SEE MEMBERSHIP.

Question #1

How many years have our hearts been married ?
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May Hearts of NSARTA
We are celebrating the last of our NSARTA Heart
couples this month. Warren and Linda have taught
collectively at 14 different Texas school districts and at
every level from kindergarten to college. This year
they will celebrate their 59th anniversary. Our May
Hearts of NSARTA are Warren and Linda
Alexander.

Linda and Warren Alexander “Linda and her sister, Carol, grew up in the family home near
downtown Houston, a home which still stands, though most have been replaced by condos. Warren and his
sister, Grace, had quite a different upbringing, growing up on pipeline company compounds in Caddo Parish
Louisiana and East Texas. In fact, Warren was born at home, in one of the several company houses the
family lived in over the years. That succession of small towns, small churches, and small schools was much
different than the big city environment Linda experienced.
Warren graduated from Livingston High School in 1956 and went to work in Houston, where he graduated
from the University of Houston in 1960 and started teaching at Spring Branch High School. Linda
graduated from Houston's Lamar High school and went off to Baylor for two years before returning home
and completing her degree at the University of Houston. They met that fall at the Baptist Student Center
where Warren served as President while teaching and attending graduate school. Linda earned her BS in
1963, and the happy couple got married on August 31 before moving to Austin, where Linda taught second
grade and Warren attended graduate school in mathematics. They will celebrate 59 years of marriage in
August of this year.
That move to Austin began a series of moves around Texas for Warren to pursue graduate education or fun
jobs. Linda always followed faithfully, providing a sense of stability for their growing family while they both
built service records which make it appear that neither of them could hold a job. Linda mostly taught
kindergarten, but also taught second grade, first grade, and Title I Resource, and worked a year as Title I
Parent Involvement Specialist. Districts she worked for include Austin, Houston, Garland, Abilene, Merkel,
Temple, Killeen, San Antonio, Northside, and North East. Her nine years teaching kindergarten at Larkspur
Elementary in NEISD set her longevity record.
Warren’s career was just as varied, taking him to Spring Branch, St. Mark’s School of Texas (in Dallas),
Corpus Christi, Abilene, Temple, Denison, Killeen, and Northside. Various jobs included teaching
mathematics, High School Assistant Principal for Instruction, Elementary Principal, Director of
Planning/Assessment/Development/Guidance, Assistant Superintendent of Personnel, Superintendent, and
Deputy Superintendent for Administration. He also taught part time at Trinity University and UTSA. His
tenure of 18 years as Deputy Superintendent for Administration at Northside set his longevity record.
\
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As the Alexanders toured Texas, they accumulated three daughters. Jana was born in Houston in 1966,
Sherry came along in 1969 in Dallas, and Lisa surprised us all in 1974 in Corpus Christi. They each finished
Clark HS. We all miss Jana, who passed away in 2019. Rob and their two boys still live in Houston, where he
continues his career at NASA. Sherry and her son live in San Antonio, where Sherry teaches Pre-K in
Harlandale ISD. Lisa and her family also live here, where she is an LSSP in SAISD. Her husband, Robert,
just retired as a special education director after 32 years in education. He has a son who lives in Austin and a
daughter who lives here with her husband and our great granddaughter. Lisa and Robert have one son at
college and one in high school, who's our regular yard man. Pappaw is getting OLD!
The family values education. Collectively, we have earned sixteen degrees, including an Associate Degree
from Northwest Vista College and a Doctorate from The University of Texas at Austin. Our 3 Master
degrees are from U of H, Trinity University, and Texas A&M Corpus Christi, and our 11 Bachelor degrees
are from Houston-3, Corpus Christi State-1, Southwest Texas State-1, Texas A&M-5, and Texas A&M San
Antonio-1. And now we have a grandson at Texas Tech! We can get a bit noisy during football season.
Since we were so busy working, going to school, or moving during our careers, most of our travel was
postponed until near or after our retirement in 2000. Early trips were to Eastern Canada, Alaska, Paris, and
shorter trips in the Lower Forty Eight. We also enjoyed guided tours in the UK and Italy, and a river cruise
from Budapest to Amsterdam. In recent years our travel has focused on family trips, including a ski week in
Angel Fire, a cruise in the Caribbean, lots of short camping trips and a thirteen day RV trip for TEN to
Yellowstone and Mt. Rushmore. What a blast that one was! Hospital volunteering has been our other primary
activity, and Warren sings for 'the old folks' with a group from First Presbyterian Church while Linda plays
Mah-Jongg with friends, mostly from Larkspur.
After almost 40 years, it looks as if we've become attached to San Antonio. Guess we'll stay!”
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April was a “healthy” month for our members and their families.
I’m happy to report no Get Well or Sympathy notes were sent out
this month. Praying this healthy trend continues throughout the
summer months. If you are aware of someone, or their family
members, who is ill or just needs a Thinking of You note, please
let me know.
Michele Bibb (210) 862-5489 mkbibb47@gmail.com
“ENCOURAGING WORDS”

Barbara Yates, Chaplain

barbyates1@sbcglobal.net

“A bend in the road is not the end of
the road…unless you fail to make the
turn” – Helen Keller

Have a great summer, and may all your roads take you to happy places!

MEMBERSHIP

Eddy English

210-844-1380

eklatt210@satx.rr.com

I am hoping to get memberships coming in soon. Only have 84 at this time. We do
have 9 new members and 25 continuing members .

DIAMOND PLUS IS THE WAY TO GO!

JOIN TODAY! HELP US GET A COLA! NUMBERS COUNT!
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NSARTA Minutes—Regular Meeting
North San Antonio Retired Teachers Association
In-Person at San Pedro Presbyterian Church and Via Zoom
WEDNESDAY, April 20, 2022
1. President Peggy Peterson called the meeting to order at 10:02AM. She welcomed everyone, members and
guests.
2. Invocation was given by Barbara Yates (Chaplain); Pledges to the Flags were given by Paul Cwiklik (Immediate
Past President).
3. 40 participants were present today.
4. Peggy Peterson presented the speakers for the meeting, Suzette Pelayo and Chancy Blackburn from ALIR
(Academy of Learning in Retirement), founded over 30 years ago thru NEISD. You can visit
www.ALIRsanantonio.org for more information.
5. The secretary’s minutes from March 16, 2022 were approved and will be filed. Carolyn Pfeiffer had these
minutes previously printed in the April newsletter.
6. The treasurer’s report, by Dolores Ramon, was reviewed, approved, and will be filed. This report was
presented by Carolyn Pfeiffer. Dolores was out-of-town.
7. May 18 is our last meeting of the year, with a Pot-luck lunch. Please sign-up to bring a food item that day.
8. TRTA Convention was held April 11-13, 2022 in Dallas. Several delegates in attendance presented information
in regards to this state convention.
9. Monday, May 16, will be the day to distribute children’s books at Ridgeview Elementary.
Those wishing to assist that morning should arrive at the school by 7:15 AM.
10. A motion was made by Terri Chidgey to move $400.00 from the general fund to the NSARTA Children’s Book
Project fund to purchase additional children’s Spanish books for Ridgeview Elementary. It was seconded and
approved by all.
11. Adele Murphy mentioned May 7 is voting day for school boards, run-offs, state propositions, and city
propositions. Early voting begins April 25.
12. Peggy thanked those members for providing refreshments today and to the hospitality committee for the
table decorations.
13. Peggy reminded all members to pay their TRTA/NSARTA dues.
14. Diana Sarfin and the “Extended Run Players of UIW” will present the program on May 18. This will honor Paul
Cwiklik for his four years of service as NSARTA President 2016-2020.
15. Announcements:
a. Next meeting will be Wednesday, May 18th, at San Pedro Presbyterian Church, only in-person.
b. The birthday drawing winner for April is Judy Rath.
c. Door Prize Winners are: Nancy Black, Nancy Dooley, Georgia Couch, and Janice Andrews.
d. The newsletter winner is Linda McCarley.
11. Adjournment: 11:53 AM.
Carolyn Pfeiffer
Submitted by: Carolyn Pfeiffer

NSARTA Recording Secretary
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
INFORMATIVE AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES

Laurie Harris

210-887-1125

Laurieharris123@att.net

Did you get a text from your own number? That’s a scam
By Andrew Rayo
April 11, 2022
Scammers are always thinking up ways to put a new spin on their criminal tricks. This time, they’re
sending spam texts to you — from your own phone number. They’ve changed (spoofed) the caller ID to look
like they’re messaging you from your number, but the shock of getting a text from yourself is bound to get your
attention — which is what they’re after. If you get a text from your own number, it’s a scam.

How does the scam work? In one version,
you’ll get a text thanking you for paying your
bill with an offer to get a gift — just click on a
link. Don’t click. Clicking could expose you
to scams, download malware, or get your
phone number added to lists that are then sold
to other scammers.
Want to filter unwanted text messages or stop
them before they reach you? Here are some
options:
Your phone may have an option to filter and block spam or messages from unknown
On your phone senders. Here’s how to filter and block messages on an iPhone and how to block a
phone number on an Android phone.
Through your Your wireless provider may have a tool or service that lets you block calls and text
wireless
messages. Check out ctia.org, a website from the wireless industry, to learn about
provider
options from different providers.
Some call-blocking apps also let you block unwanted text messages. Go
to ctia.org for a list of call-blocking apps for Android, BlackBerry, Apple,
and Windows phones.
With a callblocking app
You can also search for apps online. Check out the features, user ratings, and
expert reviews.

Question # 2
election?

How many of the San Antonio Propositions passed in the recent
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STITCHERY

Ledru Barker

ledrubarker@yahoo.com

The stitchery group has not been able to get together this year. They have been working individually at
their homes. They are so hoping to be able to meet next year and get back to the practice of enjoying one
another’s company, while they produce many needed items for the Veterans and other worthy causes.
This is one of our most industrious groups in working with the community. Betty Moseley
BIRTHDAYS
Linda Nolder
lnolder@aol.com
Michele Bibb mkbibb47@gmail.com
We hope your birthday is better than ever, we hope your face hurts because your smile is so big, we hope
your day is filled with sunshine and laughter, and whatever your wish is…we hope you wish big and it
comes true!!

Happy May Birthday to:
Christine Condren, Georgia Couch, Melinda Dawson,
Ann Flynn, Susan Guess, Wanda Keller,
Judy Lynn, Linda Oneal, Verna Reagan,
Naida Segura, Carol Shelfer,
Susan Smith, Virginia Smith, and Claire Vollmar.

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE Co-Chairs:Linda Nolder (210) 219-4749 Michele Bibb (210) 862-5489

We did it……. members volunteered each month to provide
refreshments for every meeting!! Thank you to ALL who
brought goodies for us to enjoy during the meetings. AND, a
big thank you to James Bluhm for making monthly reminder
calls to those who signed up to bring refreshments.
THANK YOU to these members who provided treats for our
April meeting: Barbara Yates, Nancy Dooley, Carolyn

Varian, Mary Martinez, Mary Ramos, and Linda
Nolder.
Don’t forget… May is our Pot Luck Luncheon. Betty
will be sending an email reminding you of the food item you volunteered to provide for the luncheon.
Don’t forget to bring whatever serving pieces you will need for your dish.

LIST IS ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Reminder of what to bring
MAY 18TH
If you decide at the last minute that you are unable to attend, please call Linda Nolder (210219-4749) and let her know so that we can make sure each “Area” has enough food. Thank you.

SALADS

GREEN: 1- Lori Armstrong, 2- Karin Stanley, 3- Adele Murphy
MEAT: 1- Laurie Harris, 2- Carolyn Pfeiffer (Taco Salad)
FRUIT: 1- Mary Ramos, 2- Debby Moulton
PASTA: 1- Mary Martinez, 2- Terri Chidgey, 3- Sherlyn Valentin
SANDWICHES
1-Barbara Yates (egg salad) 2-Peggy Peterson (chicken salad)
3-Teresa Flansburg 4-Dixie Gholson 5-Joyce Gallegos
6-Susan Guess (Ham Salad) 7-Paul Cwiklik
CHIPS/CRACKERS
1-Janet Pennock, 2- Lorey Meredith
PICKLES/OLIVES
1- Judy Marshall, 2- Carolyn Varian
DESSERTS
1-Sue Sim, 2-Patti Evans, 3-Glennie Lecocke 4-Linda McCarley
CHEESE/VEGGIE TRAY
1-Eddy English, 2-Debbie Davis 3-Nancy Black
SOUP
1- Betty Moseley,(Broccoli.cheese) 2- Linda Nolder (Tomato Basil)

LEGISLATIVE/ FOUNDATION

Adele Murphy

adelem54@yahoo.com

830-522-0838

Saturday, May 7th was election day here in Texas. Approximately 1,300,000 Texans chose to vote for two
constitutional amendments designed to reduce the amount of property taxes. Proposition 1 reduces the
amount of taxes elementary and secondary public schools can impose on the elderly and disabled
homeowners. Proposition 2 increases the homestead exemption from $25,000 to $40,000. Depending on
your locality other issues were addressed as well. I was glad I voted because my preferred candidate for
school board won! Also all of the San Antonio bonds passed. The money should make San Antonio safer
and more pleasant.
Just because I voted once in May doesn’t mean I am done. Later this month we will have the runoffs for
both political parties. If you didn’t vote in the original primary your can chose which party to vote in.
Otherwise you must stick with the party you voted in during the primary
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Early voting is May 16 - 20. May 13 is the last day to apply to vote by mail, and May 24 is election day.
Your vote is your voice. Please speak up and vote!
Foundation News At the 68th TRTA Convention held at the Anatole Hotel in Dallas TRTF held its first silent auction. It
was loads of fun although Carolyn Pfeiffer was disappointed someone outbid her for a lovely red hat. I
hope that the next silent auction is held online so you can join in the fun as well.
The 30 Classroom Assistance Grants were revealed as were the 19 Beginning Teacher Scholarship
winners. Our donations are being well spent!
CHILDRENS’ BOOK PROJECT

Sherlyn Valentin, dhrc@airmail.net 210-365-9185, Pat
Loewe, Nancy Dooley & Mary Martinez

Come join our members in distributing books to the students at Ridgeview
Elementary on Monday, May 16th. We will meet at the school at 7:15 A.M. in order to
set up in the library and then help classes choose books until noon. Ridgeview's
address is 8223 McCollough behind North Star Mall. A big thank you goes out to these
people for donating books to the Children's Book Project: Eddy English, Mary
Martinez's family members Helen Parra and Victoria Meyers, and Carolyn Pfeiffer.
Thank you to all of the NSARTA members who donated money and books this past year. The children
appreciate all you have given them. Next year we will partner with Villarreal Elementary in Northside
ISD.

VOLUNTEERING
Janet Pennock
105 Firesage, Universal City, Texas, 78148

japennock57@icloud.com,

979-417-3876

Don’t forget to keep up with your hours over the summer. Babysitting those
grandkids count as volunteer hours. If someone would have to pay for a service
and you volunteer to provide that service, it is valid volunteer hours. The
travel time also counts.

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER!
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NSARTA
14219 Turtle Rock St.
San Antonio, Texas 78232`

OR CURRENT RESIDENT
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