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Being the Rainbow in Our Crazy 2022 World is EXHAUSTING!
For the last 5 weeks I have been recovering from surgery to remove a benign lung nodule. Hooray for benign
and BOO for the uncomfortable recovery! I clearly should have asked more questions about the 6-8 week
recovery. My pain, having a mind of its own, likes to get up at 5 a.m. You can learn all kinds of new things on
early morning TV. CBS Mornings introduced me to Granfluencers - Seniors with social media sites that
“influence” and grow large numbers of followers. Can’t say that I was influenced, but I was entertained by
some of their antics! Check them out on Google or YouTube.
This gal certainly put a new spin on Being the Rainbow in Our Crazy 2022 World and got me
thinking. TRTA/NSARTA members are the best Granfluencers I know.
We may not have a snazzy rainbow outfit, a comedy act or a YouTube channel (at least not yet)
but, we do have a heart for all education retirees and try to inform and encourage others to join our
cause! So why not jump on the latest trend and develop our granfluence skills!
So, here’s my Be A Granfluencer Challenge To YOU:
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Familiarize yourself with TRTA Policy Recommendations for TRS Texas sent to you on Tuesday) &
be ready to share with all TRS Retirees.
Connect with 3+ TRS retiree friends and let them know:
o TRTA/NSARTA worked hard throughout the legislative session to share the needs of retirees in
Texas. Remember the Red Letter Campaign?
o After the legislature failed to take up any of the proposed cost-of-living bills during the regular
session, TRTA/NSARTA applied a great deal of granfluence until a 13th check bill was passed.
o Dues ($35 to TRTA & $15 to NSARTA) are small compared to the year-round efforts of nearly
93,000 Texas retirees to protect, promote, and defend their best interests. Our granfluence made
this happen for them!
 The 88th Legislative Session will bring great victories when thousands of TRS retirees
speak with one voice to granfluence a great future.
o NSARTA’s recruitment campaign begins in March, but folks that join now receive the remainder
of 2021-2022 membership year AND all of 2022-2023 membership year for $50.
 Invite your 3+ friends to a NSARTA meeting and assist them in joining.
Be an informed voter! Granfluencers are watching and sharing what’s going on in Austin!
o Did you know that many of us are now in new districts? I just found out that my state senator is
now Jose Menendez and no longer Donna Campbell and while I remained in Texas House
District 122, a friend living nearby has been moved to another House district. Remember
Redistricting!!! Find out what’s happening in YOUR districts.
o The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan group that puts out very thorough voter
information about upcoming elections.
 Go to www.vote411.org
 Put in your address and choose “My Races”. They have information about the candidates
from all parties for every race on your ballot, along with answers to questions submitted
by LWV. Very informative! No recommendations, just facts!
 I was surprised to find 13 candidates running for Texas Governor!
o Educator Voting Day is March 17th - I couldn’t find where this came from, but why not flood the
polls to remind folks that EDUCATORS VOTE! Take your 3+ friends and make a party of it!
o Early voting starts February 14th. Election Day is March 1.
And finally, Granfluencers are thankful but never stop watching & taking notes.
o Write a letter/note to your current Texas State Senator and Texas House Representative thanking
them for the 13th check. Pretty sure all members voted for it (it’s election year after all and they
were granfluenced!)
o Share YOUR story with them! How did the 13th check help you? Let them know how important
a COLA is going forward.
o I included the increased Medicare premium & the big tax hit my monthly annuity took!
Congratulations! You have now completed the Granfluencers Challenge! Send in pictures of your
efforts (letters, time with friends, standing in line to vote, etc) to Michele Bibb for posting on
Facebook. We can be the Rainbow in the Crazy 2022 World!

And before I forget.....Thank you! Thank you, Barb Rothe, NSARTA 2nd VP, who, along with Adele Murphy,
NSARTA Legislative Chair, organized the January candidate forum for Districts 121 & 122. It was terrific to
hear directly from the candidates present. We appreciate your hard work!
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Another huge shout out to our wonderful Hospitality Committee! The Patriotic Snowmen brought a
lighthearted touch to an important conversation! Linda Nolder & Michele Bibb co-chair this mighty
group who always show up early to transform the Fellowship Hall even when it is under construction,
they always Choose Joy!
An interesting local group: RootEd is a grassroots organization that promotes the benefits of
neighborhood schools. Founded by parents at Oak Meadow ES/NEISD the group now has members in 8
Bexar County school districts. Learn more about them at www.proudlyrooted.com .

HEARTS OF NSARTA Michele Bibb

210-862 5489

mkbibb47@gmail.com

February HEARTS OF NSARTA
Our NSARTA Hearts for February are Judy and Bruce Simon . This
couple has dedicated more than 71 years to educating SAISD kids, and continue
to volunteer for various organizations in San Antonio. Read their story carefully
to see what really fun “golden opportunity” Judy has for anyone who wants to
volunteer with her.
Judy & Bruce Simon.

Judy and Bruce Simon retired as teachers from the South San Antonio School District in May, 2011. Bruce
taught fifth grade most of his 34 years in education and Judy taught Kindergarten 37 years at Antonio
Olivares Elementary and the new Roy P. Benavidez Elementary that replaced Olivares.
Judy was born in San Antonio and attended SAISD schools - King, Lowell MS, and Burbank HS, graduating
as Valedictorian in 1971. She is a 1975 graduate of Trinity University with an Education degree with
Kindergarten and Special Education endorsements. She later received a GT endorsement from Laredo State
and a Master’s degree in Teacher Leadership from Lamar University. Bruce was born in Mercedes, Texas
moved several times with his Air Force family until making his home in San Antonio when he was in 5th
grade. He attended NISD schools - Valley Hi, Rayburn MS, and graduated from John Jay HS in 1972. He
graduated from Southwest Texas State University in 1976 with a degree in Education.
Judy began her teaching career as a substitute in a vacancy at Olivares in October, 1974 and transitioned to
teacher after Christmas break. During the 1976-77 school year she had a male substitute in her classroom.
The students loved him and told her stories of how he made them laugh, played along with them at recess,
and let them push him in the teacher’s chair that had rollers on it. She hoped he didn’t sub for her again!
However, that man turned out to be Bruce who was hired as a third grade teacher the next year. They were
married July 22, 1978 and last year celebrated 43 years of marriage.
Judy and Bruce were dedicated to and loved their jobs (testing NOT!). Judy was Antonio Olivares’ Teacher
of the Year and SSAISD Teacher of the Year in 1985. Bruce ended his career as Benavidez Teacher of the
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Year in 2011. Throughout their careers they made lifelong friendships with colleagues, parents, and
students that continue today.
Judy and Bruce have two children. Carrie, born in 1980, is a graduate of Lee HS, University of Dallas, and
Florida State University, with a Master’s degree in Demography. She resides in Arlington, VA with her
husband Alex and their four children. She works for the Census and he is an attorney for CPSC. Scott,
born in 1985, is a graduate of Churchill HS, Texas State University, and the University of Chicago with a
Master’s degree in Threat and Response Management. He lives in San Antonio with his wife Laura and
their two daughters. He works for BCFS in emergency management and she is a Beachbody coach. They
say spending time with their grandchildren has been the highlight of their retirement.
Judy and Bruce are active members of St. Paul Lutheran Church. Judy’s grandfather was an original
founder of St. Paul in 1913. They have been involved yearly with VBS, the Child Development Center with
Judy serving as Board President, Sunday School with Judy teaching PreK-K since age 14, volunteering at
the St. Paul Thrift Store, and homebound card ministry. They both were members of the San Antonio
Lutheran Coronation Association for over 20 years with Judy serving as treasurer for 15 years. Both their
daughter and son participated as Princess and Prince and made many lasting memories and friendships.
They are members of the Conservation Society. For over 25 years, they have been members of the NIOSA
Canvas Banners committee, Judy is currently their co-chair and also chairman of the NIOSA Cascarones
Committee. Cascarones are made year round and volunteers are always needed…(really fun, contact Judy
to join!) Judy has also served on the Conservation Society Board.
Retirement for the Simons fits the saying, “So much to do, so little time!” They both drive yearly to Virginia
where they sightsee and visit friends and family along the way. They have been on a few cruises, jaunts with
friends around Texas and neighboring states, and have been on a few trips to Disneyworld with the
“Grands”. Judy loves garage and estate sales and Bruce is an excellent chauffeur. Judy is a vendor at
Craftiques on N. W. Military where you can shop her finds. As this is being written, COVID is severe again.
After two years of being extremely cautious, missing milestone events and staying home, Judy tested positive
for covid and Bruce is awaiting results. What a way to begin 2022! We can’t wait to see what God’s plan is
for us this year!!
*****I spoke with Judy on January 27th and am happy to report she has recovered from her mild covid
infection; she said she thought it was cedar fever, and is doing well. Bruce, thankfully, never did test
positive.*****

TIME TO GET OUT YOUR RODEO DUDS!

Question #1

What committee did Judy Simon say needed volunteers?
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PROGRAM
Barbara Rothe
210-380-8150
barbrothe@sbcglobal.net
FEBRUARY 2022 – It may be icy, cloudy, rainy or sunny…that is our February! Be ready for anything
and everything this month is my weather motto!
Our January meeting went very well as several San Antonio primary election candidates spoke to our
membership. It was promising to hear that “teacher concerns” are a priority and it’s imperative that our
representatives continue to hear from us with our great letters, emails, and phone calls. We want to keep
retired teacher needs in the forefront of their attention. I think I’ve heard something about “the squeaky
wheel”… let that be NSARTA!
A special thank you to Peggy and Adele for helping me organize and schedule the candidates.
Remember early voting starts Monday, February 14th and the actual Election Day is March 1, 2022!
Please vote and let your voices be heard.
February – Looking ahead to “Sweetest Day” for our February meeting, Wednesday, February 16th @
10:00 pm. We are sweet on our Sponsors! Looking forward to hearing from them!
Plus, we will have an extra fun activity!
Happy Valentine’s Day to all!
Hope to see you on Wednesday, February 16th for our meeting. Stay safe, warm and healthy.
BIG READ BOOK CLUB

Patti Evans

paevans2808@aol.com

Time to get reading for the Big Read Book club that will be meeting on March 2nd
at 1:30. Weather and COVID permitting we hope to meet in Barbara Yates
backyard for a great discussion about the book, The Four Winds, by Kristin
Hannah. So, time to get reading this good book that is set during The Great
Depression and the Dust Bowl days, telling the story of one woman’s determination
to survive. Then come join us for a lively discussion about the book and lots of
other things on March 2nd. If you would like more information about the Big Read Book Club, please
contact Patti Evans at paevans2808@aol.com
Meet- Ups for Members

Kathy Cooke

210-573-0501

kjccooke@yahoo.com

Here we are in February already, it seems as though I was just preparing for Christmas and now we are
already into the second month of 2022. I hope everyone came through the recent cold days without losing
power. These days of sunshine are welcomed!
We have a NSARTA meet up planned for this month. We will tour the Dixie Flag and Banner Company
on Thursday, February 24th. The address is 1930 North Interstate 35 San Antonio 78208. The tour will
begin at 10:30 and last approximately thirty minutes, be sure to arrive sufficiently ahead of time so you
don’t miss out. Following the tour we will head to the Quarry for lunch…… place to be determined.
Currently 18 members have signed up to learn about this unique company. Contact Kathy Cooke if you
have questions.
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210-844-1380

eklatt210@satx.rr.co

Just a reminder, that things will start happening in March, when we start our new membership
drive. Another reminder to those members who opted for the yearly state membership of
$2.97 from your annuity or bank account, you will only be paying $15 to NSARTA, which
are your local dues only. We can’t emphasize too much, PLEASE MAKE CHECKS
OUT TO NSARTA.
Recording Secretary

Carolyn Pfeiffer

carolynpfeiffer48@gmail.com

NSARTA Minutes—Regular Meeting
North San Antonio Retired Teachers Association
In-Person at San Pedro Presbyterian Church and Via Zoom
WEDNESDAY, January 19, 2022
1. President Peggy Peterson called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM. She welcomed everyone, members and
guests and candidates for Texas House of Representatives from Districts 121 & 122.
2. Invocation was given by Barbara Yates (Chaplain); Pledges to the Flags were given by Paul Cwiklik and Carolyn
Pfeiffer.
3. 48 participants were present today. Two new members attended today’s meeting, Carol Pierce and Veronica
Vasys.
4. The secretary’s minutes from December 15, 2021 and the treasurer’s report for January 19, 2022 were not
reported on today.
5. Barb Rothe presented the 6 candidates for today.
a. Steve Allison and Becca Moyer DeFelice (both from District 121)
b. Elisa Chan, Adam Blanchard, Mark Dorazio, and Mark Cuthbert representative (all from District 122).
c. Texas Primary is Tuesday, March 1, 2022.
6. The nominating committee presented the slate of officers for 2022-2024 by Paul Cwiklik (chair). Other
members of this committee included Harold Black, Kathy Cooke, Sue Sim, and Carolyn Varian. This slate will
be voted on in February--Peggy Peterson (President), Karin Stanley (1st V-P), Barb Rothe (2nd V-P), Carolyn
Pfeiffer (Recording Secretary), Dolores Ramon (Treasurer), and Michele Bibb (Corresponding Secretary).
Nominations will also be taken from the floor on February 16.
7. Announcements:
a. Meet-up scheduled for Thursday, February 24, at 10:30 AM at the Dixie Flag and Banner Co. A sheet was
passed around at today’s meeting for members to sign-up.
b. The birthday drawing winner for January is Steve Guerrant.
c. Door Prize Winners are: Carlos Ortiz, Veronica Vasys, Teresa Flansburg, Beverly Johnson, and Patti Evans.
d. The newsletter winner is Kathy Cooke.
g. The TRTA state convention will be in Dallas, Texas April 11-13, 2022.
8. Adele Murphy made a motion to accept the slate of 5 delegates to the TRTA State Convention in April, 2022. All
approved. The delegates are: Peggy Peterson, Adele Murphy, Dolores Ramon, Carolyn Pfeiffer, and Karin Stanley.
Harold Black will be an alternate. One more alternate is needed.
9. Eddy English will be the new Yearbook editor for the upcoming year. Harold Black is looking for someone to
assist him with the unit’s Website.
10.Janet Pennock is needing every member to turn in their 2021 volunteer hours by the end of January to her.
11.Next meeting will be Wednesday, February 16, 2022, at San Pedro Presbyterian Church. Please wear RED.
12.Adjournment: 12:00 noon.
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Dolores.ramon@yahoo.com

31638 Catalina Way, Bulverde, TX 78163
Happy Valentine’s Day everyone!
The days seem to fly by so quickly. It seems like only yesterday that I was wishing everyone a
happy new year. Hopefully, last week’s icy winter event is the worst we’ll have till winter is
over.
We’ve had very little activity in our checking account so far this month, only two
reimbursements for the December Luncheon. We still have a very healthy balance.
As always, I look forward to sharing the treasurer’s report at our February meeting.
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

Michele Bibb

210-862-5489

mkbibb47@gmail.com

In January we sent a Sympathy card to the family of Earl Hessong,
who passed away in late November. Another long time member,
Kathryn Wardell, passed away in late November. I recently
discovered Kathryn’s daughter, Sarah Justice, was a past neighbor
of ours. She moved several years ago, so rather than send a
sympathy card, I called Sarah. She said Kathryn passed away very
peacefully at 94 years of age. Sarah wanted NSARTA members to
know how much her mom enjoyed attending our meetings and to
tell everyone how deeply moved she was for sending our condolences. A Get Well card was sent
to Samantha Mokate after surgery to remove a sarcoma tumor from her hip. She is doing well
and is recuperating at home.
LEGISLATIVE & FOUNDATION

Adele Murphy

adelem54@yahoo.com

830-522-0838

I am sending you a most informative email from Richard Herbst this month.
Hello to all and the best as February is with us! Big preparation is for the Primary Election Day on MARCH
1ST. There are an abundance of candidates running, so it will require some research and then I will attempt to
assists as they are evaluated by different groups around the state. I will be watching the following sources for
information:
texaseducatorsvote.com
vote411.com
I am going to copy and paste Tim's last Inside Line (dated Feb. 3rd) so that you are able to click and take a look
at those candidates specifically on your local ballot. Click on PREVIEWING YOUR BALLOT and then enter
your address and it will bring up your local US Senate, State Senate, State House and SBOE candidates and
then will follow with Governor, Lt. Governor, etc. It will give you a map of the redistricting and you will be
able to see everyone's name for each office.
•

Begin by PREVIEWING YOUR BALLOT and determining who is running for State Senator and/or
Representative in your district.
I have sent you a copy of the TRTA Priorities Document, but will include another link to this information as
well. I will work to get colored copies made and deliver at our Feb. 21st meeting or mail if you are not able to
make it to that meeting. (NSARTA RECEIVED THIS FROM PEGGY ON TUESDAY)
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The TRTA State Legislative Committee has done a great job of putting together a comprehensive list of
priorities that we hope to accomplish during the 2023 Legislative Session: TRTA Priorities Document
Finally, the calendar for the election has begun. Registration was required by Jan. 31, but I feel most of you are
already registered. I have not received my new Voter Registration card, but have heard they are coming soon.
Others have already recieved theirs, so worry not.
Feb. 14-25 - Early Voting
Feb. 17 - Educator Voting Day
Feb. 18 - last day to apply for ballot by mail
March 1 - Primary Election Day
Reminder that this is the Primaries so you will select if you would like to vote in the Republican or the
Democrat primary. You will want to select the one you feel you will help select the best final candidates
for the November Election. I voted in the Republican primary two years ago, but voted for some
Democrats in the final election. It is important that we get the best candidates on the ballot for the
candidates that will best represent our issues as Retired Educators and support the COLA in the 2023
Legislative session.
There will be different zooms offered with candidates or open forums locally. Do share those dates and
times with your local members and I will work to find out times and dates for those candidate
discussions. Your local League of Women Voters sponsors such informational events so you might want
to get on their email list. Our local League of Women Voters is sponsoring a zoom on "Understanding
Texas' New Election Laws" tomorrow that I will attempt to listen in on.
Foundation News
There is still time for your friends and relatives who are teachers or who plan to become teachers to
apply for a Texas Retired Teachers Foundation, TRTF, grant or scholarship. The deadline is February
25, at 5:00pm. Check out their website, www.trtf.org to get more information.
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Betty Moseley

bmoseley@swbell.net

210- 219- 9881

Embedded within your Newsletter you will find 2 questions. E-mail or text your answer to both these questions to
Betty Moseley by the 3rd Tuesday (day before our meeting) each month, and you will have your name placed in a
drawing for a Gift card. The winner will be drawn at our meeting each month.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Linda Nolder 210-219-4749 lnolder@aol.com

Michele Bibb (210) 862-5489

It’s always fun to recognize our members who
are celebrating their birthdays this month. We
wish our February birthday members
a wonderful birthday, filled with cake and
everything that brightens your day and
makes you smile!!
Happy Birthday to:

Diane Aguilar, Jean Baylog, Nancy Black , Mary Brown, Paul Cwiklik, Teresa
Flansberg, Deann Fleming Marie Helsley Joyce-Gunn Kennedy , Jana Knezek,
Sandra Martin,

Barbara Miller, Nancy Poe,

Barbara Simmons

Kay Rosene,

Richard Sarfin,

Sue Sim,

Carolyn Smith, Rozella Szabo, and Barbara Yates .

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE

Linda Nolder (210) 219-4749

Michele Bibb (210) 862-5489

Isn’t it “delicious” to have homemade refreshments at our meetings
again!! We want to say “THANK YOU” to those members who
provided refreshments for our January meeting – Sherlyn Valentin,
Barbara Yates, Michele Bibb, Eddy English, Sue Sim and Laurie Harris.
We had 6 people sign up to provide refreshments for our February
meeting. James Bluhm will be calling them the 2nd week of February to
remind them to bring treats for that meeting. IF YOU ARE UNABLE
TO PROVIDE REFRESHEMENTS FOR THE MONTH YOU SIGNED UP FOR, PLEASE CALL
ANOTHER MEMBER TO BRING REFRESHMENTS FOR YOU.
REGISTRATION

Pat Loewe

pat@loewes.net

512-775-2537

Please stop at the registration table before you enter the meeting. There will be a sign-in
book and you will be asked to make yourself a name tag. You can also update your
volunteer hours and sign up to bring refreshments for the next meeting.
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Janet Pennock

japennock57@yahoo.com.,

979-417-3876

105 Firesage, Universal City, Texas, 78148

Way to go NSARTA members! I submitted the 2021 Volunteer hours to TRTA. I collected those hours
through text messages, email, phone messages and USPS. I thank everyone who took the time to submit
those hours. We had 38 members participate. Those 38 helped bring our total to 21,618 hours. A
volunteer’s monetary value is about $25 an hour. So we provided our community with a volunteering
value of $540,450. WOW, retired teachers do impact the community. Let’s keep those volunteer hours
coming in! If you have any questions about what counts as volunteer hours just ask me.

CHILDRENS’BOOK PROJECT

Sherlyn Valentin, Nancy Dooley, Pat Loewe & Mary Martinez

Sherlyn Valentin at dhrc@airmail.net or 210 365 9185
marymar408@aol.com

or Mary Martinez at

This spring the NEISD PTA Used Book Sale will be held on Friday, March 18th, at
Blossom Athletic Center on 12002 Jones Maltsberger Rd. We need volunteers to assist
in choosing books for Ridgeview Elementary and also for other places that we have
donated to in the past. We will meet in front of Blossom at 9:30 a.m. that Friday,
March 18th. Please join us!

STITCHERY

Ledru Barker

ledrubarker@yahoo.com

210-289-3554

Even though we cannot donate, we are busy sewing. Kay Rosene has completed eight
quilts and Carolyn Smith delivered four to my house. I have made 193 pillowcases and
54 wheelchair bags. We are still not meeting.
.
“ENCOURAGING WORDS”

Barbara Yates, Chaplain

barbyates1@sbcglobal.net

“But I trust in your unfailing love…” – Psalm 13:5

Question #2:

Who are our speakers for the February meeting?
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Laurie Harris
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210-887-1125

Laurieharris123@att.net

USE CAUTION WITH POP-UP COVID TESTING SITES
As the coronavirus omicron variant continues to lead to a high demand for testing, Texas leaders have
warned residents of fake covid testing sites, but the extent of the issue isn’t clear. Across the country,
there have been reports of fake COVID testing sites where scammers are asking for credit card and
social security numbers. Remember, anytime you are asked for these numbers, USE GREAT CAUTION.
The Texas Attorney General’s office recommends people seek health care, including testing, at providers
they are familiar with. If they encounter an unknown testing provider, they should ask questions like
what test they use, what lab they use, who the authorizing provider is, and they shouldn’t need to provide
personal information like a social security number or financial information. Here are a few things to keep
in mind when looking into testing sites, per the Federal Trade Commission website. *Get a referral. Go
somewhere you have been referred to by your doctor or state and local health department’s website and
not a random testing site seen around town. *Check the source.
Did you hear about the new testing site on a social media group or email listserv? Those could actually be
scammers. See if the site is listed on your local or state health department’s website *Not sure if a site is
legit? Check with your local police or sheriff’s office. If a legitimate testing site has been setup, they
should know about it. If a fake site is operating, they’ll want to know.
TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES

Harold Black

geosage34@gmail.com

NSARTA’s two page Power Point presentation will be shown at the TRTA State Convention in April.
District 20 will also share their Power Point Presentation. The other local units in District 20 also
completed their Power Point presentations and sent them to TRTA to be shown during the convention.
This should be a very interesting segment of the State Convention.
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210-496-0122

mar23ram@att.net

NSARTA
14219 Turtle Rock St.
San Antonio, Tx 78232
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